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ABSTRACT   

Probiotics are beneficial live microorganisms present in the food and are not harmful to humans. Several microbial strains 

act as probiotics, which belong to the genera, Lactobacillus, Bifidobacteria, Saccharomyces, Bacillus, Streptococcus, and 

Enterococcus. Probiotics may benefit human health via enhancing intestinal barrier function, generating neurotransmitters, 

immunomodulating the host's body, and competitively excluding pathogens. In the 1940s, microbiologists were focused 

on identifying pathogenic microbes and their underlying mechanisms involved in disease pathogenesis. It was later on in 

1950s-1980s, when beneficial microbes were point of interest for researchers and they aimed at isolating these strains 

from the living organisms and the surrounding environment, which later on took attention owing to their potential role 

in addressing physical health diseases and mental disorders. Probiotics have been found effective in improving physical 

health during diseases like diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer's disease, and mental health situations by overcoming depression, 

and anxiety. Researchers have developed the most recent techniques that allow probiotics to tolerate GI stressors and 

severe processing conditions with relative ease. However, further studies are required for the specification and usage of 

probiotics as useful strains. This chapter highlights the latest developments about the health advantages of probiotics 

and their growing uses in the treatment of diseases.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 The probiotic concept is based on the idea that human physiology depends on the commensal microbiota and the 

advantageous changes to its composition may assist in preserving health and lowering the risk of disease (Latif et al., 2023). 

The basic concept of probiotics includes all microbial species imparting health benefits as shown in research trials (Zaib et 

al., 2024). Louis Pasteur revealed the microorganisms responsible for fermentation at the beginning of the 20th century 

(Brogren, 2024), while E. Metchnikoff associated the frequent use of fermented dairy products, such as yogurt, with longer 

life spans among Bulgarian rural populations. Metchnikoff found lactobacilli fulfilling the criteria to be called probiotic 

bacteria because they may improve health and prolong the aging process (Renuka et al., 2023). 

 Probiotic studies typically use single strains, which are sometimes used as yogurt that include Lactobacillus delbrueckii 

subspecies Bulgaricus and Streptococcus thermophilus (Castro et al., 2023). The effectiveness of probiotic strain mixtures is 

less well understood, particularly if combining strains leads to lower efficiency because of reciprocal inhibition between the 

component bacteria or to additive or even synergistic benefits in terms of bioactivity (L. V. J. D. d. McFarland & sciences, 

2021). Probiotics are recognized to have many health benefits, but it's still important to understand the processes behind 

how they interact with immune cells to promote immunomodulatory effects (Beterams et al., 2021). Probiotics may benefit 

to human health by enhancing intestinal barrier function, generating neurotransmitters, immunomodulating the host's body, 

and competitively excluding pathogens (Mazziotta et al., 2023). 

 For medicinal and dietary purposes, probiotic microorganisms are essential and helpful (Sharma et al., 2023). Microbial 

food supplements called probiotics change the Gut microbiota. A few RCTs or randomized controlled studies have examined 

how probiotic therapies affect T2DM patients' glycemic control (Li et al., 2023). Nutritional factors have been found critical 

mailto:drmudassar2008@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.47278/book.CAM/2024.415


Complement Altern Med, 2024, xx(x): xxx-xxx. 
 

235 

in the treatment of cancer, as shown by the Association of Modifiable Health's finding that at least 50% of all cancers may 

have dietary origin (Dasari et al., 2017). Therefore, scientists interested in developing natural medications have been 

interested in a variety of food elements and natural health products (Noor et al., 2023). Probiotics and their impact on the 

Gut-Brain axis (GBA) have been found very beneficial and are being used for treating various conditions like Alzheimer's 

disease. Probiotics have an impact on the immune system and reduce inflammation. It has been discovered that they are 

important in the area of food-based anti-Alzheimer disease methods (Anand et al., 2023). According to (Azadeh et al., 2023), 

Probiotics use may help to reduce depression symptoms. Recent researches showed that probiotics can act as antimicrobial 

agents that can kill or damage the pathogens in the human body along with improving the Gut Microbiota (Fijan, 2023).  

 

What are Probiotics? 

 Probiotics are living non-pathogenic microorganisms found in food that are good for human health (Saarela et al., 2020). 

The most common element in the age of functional foods is probiotics, whether they are found in food products or medicine. 

Probiotics have long been seen as an essential element and an attractive target due to their potential health benefits (Fig. 1) 

(Sanz et al., 2016). Werner Kollath originated the term "probiotic" in 1953. It is derived from the Latin word pro and the Greek 

word βιo, which means "for life." Kollath characterized probiotics as living organisms that have vital roles in enhancing health 

outcomes (Gasbarrini et al., 2016). Lilly and Stillwell originally used this word in 1965 to refer to “substances secreted by one 

organism which stimulate the growth of another”. Probiotics are more precisely described as “a live microbial feed 

supplement which beneficially affects the host animal by improving its intestinal microbial balance” by Fuller in 1992 

(McFarland, 2015). The present history of probiotics begins in the early 1900s with the groundbreaking research of Russian 

scientist Elie Metchnikoff, who worked at the Pasteur Institute in Paris. While Louis Pasteur discovered the microorganisms 

that cause fermentation, Metchnikoff initially made an effort to determine whether these microbes could have any negative 

effect on human health (Diplock et al., 1999). Additionally, according to Metchnikoff, "it is possible to adopt measures to 

modify the flora in our bodies and to replace the harmful microbes by useful microbes because of the intestinal microbes' 

dependence on food." This phrase provides a comprehensive explanation of the "probiotic concept"(Gasbarrini et al., 2016). 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO), these are "live 

microbes which confer health benefits on host organisms when administered in adequate quantities"(Munir et al., 2022). 

 

 

Fig. 1: Effect of probiotics in the prevention 

of infectious diseases 

 

General Properties of Probiotics 

 The properties that a perfect probiotic preparation needs to possess are enlisted (Table 1) (Harmsen et al., 2000). A 

dosage of five billion colony-forming units (5x109 CFU/day) has been suggested, to be taken for at least five days, to get a 

sufficient level of health advantages (Gronlund, Lehtonen, & Eerola). The microbes normally recommended in probiotic 

preparations are generally recognized as safe (GRAS), have decreased intestinal permeability, produce lactic acid, are 

resistant to bile, pancreatic juice, and hydrochloric acid, are anti-carcinogenic, and should activate the immune system. They 

should also be able to withstand the acidic and alkaline environment in the stomach and duodenum (Vimala & Kumar, 2006). 

The viable cell count of a microbe in a probiotic product during the production and shelf-life period is influenced by pH, 

titratable acidity, molecular oxygen levels, redox potential, hydrogen peroxide, flavoring compounds, and packaging 

materials (Mortazavian et al., 2015). In probiotic preparations, either single or multistrain cultures of living microbes have 
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been used (D'souza et al., 2002). 

Table 1: Properties for any microorganism to be called a Probiotic. 

1. They ought to be able to communicate with or interact with the immune cells connected to the gastrointestinal tract. 

2. They ought to be derived from humans. 

3. It must not be pathogenic. 

4. Processing resistance. 

5. Need to be able to affect the local metabolism. 

 

Probiotic Strains 

 Probiotic strains are living bacteria added to food to improve health. Several Lactobacillus species, Bifdobacterium sp., 

Saccharomyces boulardii, and other microbes have been engaged in imparting health benefits (Ljungh & Wadström, 2006). 

The majority of probiotic bacteria, including Lactobacillus sp., Bifdobacterium sp., and Enterococcus sp., are members of the 

Lactic Acid Bacteria (LAB) group (Fig 2) (Klein et al., 1998). In addition other bacterial species including Bacillus (Senesi et al., 

2001) and Clostridium butyricum (Takahashi et al., 2004), the yeast Saccharomyces boulardii have also been the focus of many 

studies (Table 2) (Elmer, Martin, Horner, Mcfarland, & Levy, 1999). Up till now, Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG (LGG) was the 

first probiotic to attract significant clinical attention.[12] Because the Lactobacillus strain that the dairy industry had previously 

used for fermentation could not colonize the gut, Lactobacillus rhamnosus strain GG was identified in 1985 via the 

development of a list of optimal probiotic characteristics (Vimala & Kumar, 2006).  

 

Table 2: Microbial strains used as Probiotics (Luise et al., 2022; Pudgar et al., 2021; Sharma et al., 2021) 

Sr.no Genera Species reported for probiotic characteristics 

1. Lactobacillus spp Lactobacillus rhamnosus Lactobacillus casei 

Lactobacillus plantarum Lactobacillus reuteri 

Lactobacillus fermentum Lactobacillus salivarius 

Lactobacillus paracasei Lactobacillus gasseri 

Lactobacillus brevis Lactobacillus helveticus 

Lactobacillus johnsonii 

2. Bifidobacterium spp Bifidobacterium bifidum Bifidobacterium longum 

Bifidobacterium infantis Bifidobacterium breve 

Bifidobacterium adolescentis Bifidobacterium angulatum 

Bifidobacterium catenulatum Bifidobacterium dentium 

Bifidobacterium pseudocatenulatum 

3. Saccharomyces spp Saccharomyces chevalieri Saccharomyces dairenensis 

Saccharomyces ellipsoideus Saccharomyces martiniae 

Saccharomyces monacensis Saccharomyces norbensis 

Saccharomyces paradoxus 

4. Streptococcus spp Streptococcus thermophiles 

5. Enterococcus spp Enterococcus faecium Enterococcus faecalis 

6. Bacillus spp Bacillus subtilis Bacillus cereus 

Bacillus velezensis 

 

Single-strain vs Multi-strain Probiotics  

 Mono-strain probiotics include just one strain of a certain species, while multi-strain use many strains of the same or 

nearly related species (Timmerman et al., 2004). Since the gut microbiome is complex and comprises more than 400 species, 

it has been hypothesized that using a variety of probiotic strains may be more effective in restoring the microbiome once 

dysbiosis has arisen (Ouwehand et al., 2000). However, evidence-based efficacy supports the use of single-strain probiotics. 

Synergistic effects of several strains in the combination (increased adherence, higher pathogen inhibition) may be one 

advantage of multi-strain mixes (Timmerman et al., 2004). Different strains may potentially have different pathways of action, 

resulting in a broader coverage (Medina et al., 2007). For example, B. longum W11 stimulates the growth of T-helper cells, 

but B. longum NCIMB8809 does not (Mileti et al., 2009). A potential drawback of multi-strain mixtures might be reduced 

effectiveness owing to antagonistic intra-strain suppression by various probiotic strains (Chapman et al., 2012). A multistrain 

probiotic may have more effectiveness and consistency than a mono-strain probiotic. Colonization of an ecosystem offering 

a habitat for over 400 species in conjunction with individually selected host factors is expected to be more effective with 

multiple-strain probiotic preparations (Klaenhammer & Kullen, 1999) (Table 3).  

 

Table 3: Single strain and Multi strain probiotics 

 Single Strain Probiotics Multi Strain Probiotics 

1. Bacillus coagulans Bacillus coagulans GBI-30 

2. Bacillus subtilis Bacillus subtilis DE111 

3. Lactobacillus rhamnosus LCR35 Lactobacillus rhamnosus 
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4. Lactobacillus pentous/plantarum  Lactobacillus pentous/plantarum complex 

Mechanism of Action 

 Several mechanisms (Kumar Bajaj et al., 2015; Walker, 2008) have been proposed for the activity of probiotics 

(Macfarlane & Cummings, 1999) (Fig. 3). Despite outstanding achievements in the field of probiotics, a fundamental 

breakthrough is still awaited particularly in documenting their mode of action (Latif et al., 2023). Probiotics may have a good 

effect on the human host via primary mechanisms which include: their role in removing pathogens by competitive exclusion 

criteria, betterment in the intestinal barrier functioning, immunomodulating the host's systems, and producing 

neurotransmitters (Plaza-Diaz et al., 2019). Probiotics contend with infectious agents for food and receptor-binding sites, 

making it harder for them to survive in the gut (Kumar Bajaj et al., 2015). Probiotics function as antimicrobials by creating 

short-chain fatty acids (SCFA), organic acids, hydrogen peroxide (Ahire et al., 2021), and bacteriocins (Fantinato et al., 2019), 

which reduce infective microorganisms in the gut. Furthermore, probiotics lead to more mucin production in the intestine 

(Chang et al., 2021), maintain the levels of tight junction proteins such as occludin and claudin-1, and modulate the gut 

immune response (Bu et al., 2022; Ma et al., 2022). Probiotics also influence the innate as well as adaptive immune responses 

by altering dendritic cells (DC), macrophages, and B and T lymphocytes. Probiotics also stimulate the generation of anti-

inflammatory cytokines, interact with intestinal epithelial cells, and attract macrophages and mononuclear cells (Petruzziello, 

Saviano, & Ojetti, 2023). Furthermore, probiotics may generate neurotransmitters in the stomach via the gut-brain axis. 

Specific probiotic stains may alter serotonin, gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA), and dopamine levels, influencing mood, 

behavior, gut motility, and stress-related pathways (Gangaraju et al., 2022; Sajedi et al., 2021; Srivastav et al., 2019). Probiotics 

have been shown to provide several health benefits, including more effective digestion, suppression of harmful bacteria in 

the gastrointestinal tract (Sanap et al., 2019), lowering blood pressure and blood sugar (Suez, Zmora, Segal, & Elinav, 2019), 

enhancing intestinal health (Reid et al., 2019), lowering serum cholesterol, breaking down toxins (Singh & Natraj, 2021), 

generating cofactors and vitamins (Nasr, 2018), immune system upregulation, anti-inflammatory properties (Abid et al., 

2022), and protection against tumors and cancers (Idrees et al., 2022). These mechanisms have been the subject of numerous 

paradigms (Ferreira et al., 2022; Plaza-Diaz et al., 2019; Reque & Brandelli, 2022). 

 

 

Fig. 3.: Mechanism of Action of 

Probiotics 

 

Broader Efficacy of Multi-strain Probiotics 

 Multi-strain probiotics blend numerous strains, each with its characteristics and effects, their mechanisms of action are 

complex and multidimensional. Because many bacterial strains interact synergistically, multistrain probiotics may provide a 

wider variety of advantages than single-strain probiotics (Grumet et al., 2020). These are the main pathways by which 

probiotics of many strains work. Comparing multi-strain probiotics to single strains, the former may occupy more 

gastrointestinal tract niches. By more successfully competing for resources and attachment sites on the mucosal surfaces, 

this varied colonization may stop the proliferation of harmful bacteria (Valdez-Baez et al., 2022). The overall efficacy may be 

increased by aggregating many strains. As an example, while one strain may increase the functionality of the intestinal barrier, 
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another strain may change the response of the immune system (Kwoji et al., 2021). The strains are combined to ensure that 

the gut is kept healthy and that immune responses are stepped up. Different probiotic strains create various bioactive 

compounds like bacteriocins and short-chain fatty acids (Chugh & Kamal-Eldin, 2020; Maldonado Galdeano et al., 2019). The 

diverse group of beneficial compounds in a multi-strain composition can potentially promote gut health, heighten the 

immune system’s activity, and impede bacterial growth (Ouwehand et al., 2018). In comparison to single strains, multi-strain 

probiotic has a greater capacity to alter the overall composition of the gut microbiota (McFarland, 2021). They restore balance 

to the microbiota after perturbations like antibiotic treatment, dietary changes, or diseases. Different strains interact with 

different parts of the immune system (Duan et al., 2022). For example, some species of bacteria may increase the production 

of anti-inflammatory cytokines, while others may stimulate immune cells such as macrophages and natural killer cells. As a 

result, the immune response becomes both fairer and more effective. (Rizzello et al., 2011; Srivastav et al., 2019). 

Simultaneously, multi-strain probiotics may impact numerous metabolic pathways or processes, increasing throughput and 

productivity. They improve digestion and increase nutrient absorption, in addition to enhancing detoxification. They also 

improve the conversion of lipids and carbohydrates, which means they could potentially help with conditions such as 

diabetes and obesity (Puvanasundram et al., 2021). Multi-strain probiotics are effective in reducing systemic and local 

inflammation when several strains exhibit a synergistic effect (Giacchi et al., 2016). This should be pursued, especially for 

inflammatory conditions within the gastrointestinal system as seen in cases of Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis (Kumar 

et al., 2016). 

 

Probiotics in Physical and Mental Health 

Diabetes  

 Diabetes has become a serious health concern across the globe, and it is associated with high blood glucose levels. 

Diabetes seems to be prevalent, with an estimated 463.0 million persons aged 20 to 79 years old, and the figure is anticipated 

to rise to 578.4 million by 2030 (Huang et al., 2018). Type 2 diabetes (T2D) is the most common form of diabetes, accounting 

for around 90% of cases. T2D may lead to a variety of problems, including cardiovascular, eye, renal, nerve, and vascular 

illnesses (Association, 2014). T2D and its consequences may have an impact on people's quality of life while also increasing 

treatment costs. As a consequence, diabetes prevention is critical, particularly for high-risk individuals, via screening, lifestyle 

changes, and nutritional supplements (Wang et al., 2021). Prior research highlighted the impact of gut microbiota in the 

progression of insulin resistance and diabetes (Gurung et al., 2020; He & Shi, 2017). The total number of bacteria associated 

with short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs) was shown to be decreased in T2D patients (Qin et al., 2012). Gut microbiota disruption 

may reduce SCFA synthesis, promote inflammation, impair insulin secretion and sensitivity, and cause insulin resistance (Aw 

& Fukuda, 2018). It has been proposed that oral probiotic delivery may be a useful strategy for modifying the gut microbiota 

in those at risk of diabetes (Aw & Fukuda, 2018; Barengolts, 2016). L acidophilus, L. casei, L. rhamnosus, L. bulgaricus, B. breve, 

B. longum, B. infantis, B. lactis, Streptococcus thermophilus, and Bacillus coagulans (L. sporogenes) are probiotic strains that 

have been linked to the regulation of blood sugar levels (Yao et al., 2017). 

 

Cancer 

 Numerous in vitro research results have demonstrated the positive effects of probiotics in influencing the growth and 

death of cancer cells (Śliżewska et al., 2020). Probiotics have several anticancer mechanisms, which include lowering intestinal 

pH, inhibiting enzymes that may produce potentially carcinogenic substances, altering metabolic activity, binding and 

degrading carcinogens, immunomodulation in reducing chronic inflammation, and positive regulation of intestinal 

vegetation (Fig. 4) (Reis, da Conceição, and Peluzio, 2019; Molska and Reguła, 2019). Certain microbial strains are utilized to 

cure cancer, such as subspecies of Propionibacterium sp. (freudenreichii), Bifidobacteria, Lactobacilli, and Streptococcus sp. 

(salivarius) (Lu, et al., 2021). These may be used either on their own or in conjunction with antiviral drugs (Zhang et al., 2019). 

In combination, probiotics and TGF-β receptor blockers may enhance the antitumor immune response, hence inhibiting the 

development of tumors (Shi et al., 2019). By modifying gut microbiota and reducing carcinogen levels, lactobacilli may reduce 

the risk of cancer (Ling et al., 1994). Consequences of antitumor medications can include gastrointestinal distress. 

Radiochemotherapy instantly destroys intestinal cells (Osterlund et al., 2007). Because the stress response it causes destroys 

the intestinal mucosal barrier (Linn et al., 2019). Probiotics generated from Lactobacillus and Bifidobacterium can biologically 

prevent the development of pathogenic bacteria (Zhao et al., 2017).  

  

Alzheimer's Disease  

 Alzheimer's disease (AD) is a neurological disorder that progresses over time and is responsible for 80% of dementia 

cases globally, especially in older adults over 60 years (DeTure & Dickson, 2019). A major global health concern in the future, 

AD is expected to affect over 131 million people by the year 2050, according to the world AD projection made in 2016 (Prince 

et al., 2016). The exact pathophysiology of AD is yet unknown. On the other hand, increasing evidence indicates that gut 

microbiota plays a role in AD neuropathology. Numerous mechanisms exist for the gut microbiota to interact with AD 

pathogenesis (Rutsch, Kantsjö, & Ronchi, 2020). According to a clinical investigation, the gut microbiota of AD patients has 

altered in terms of bacterial abundance and microbial diversity, with higher levels of Bacteroidetes and lower levels of 

Firmicutes and Bifidobacterium (Rinninella et al., 2019). Three primary mechanisms by which probiotics affect brain function 

include immunological modulation, endocrine pathways, and neuronal control (Psichas et al., 2015). The primary metabolites 
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resulting from gut microbiota fermentation, small chain fatty acids (SCFAs), upregulate anti-inflammatory mediators and 

decrease pro-inflammatory mediators (Vijay & Morris, 2014). Probiotics work through endocrine pathways to trigger the 

production of cortisol, a powerful anti-inflammatory hormone, from the adrenal glands by activating the hypothalamic-

pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis. Probiotics also boost the intestine's enteroendocrine L-cells' (EECs) synthesis of peptide YY (PYY) 

and glucagon-like-peptide-1 (GLP-1) (Yano et al., 2015). Additionally, probiotics emit specific neurotransmitters like GABA 

(GLU) or regulate the release of neurotransmitters like serotonin (5-HT) through enterochromaffin cells (EC). Together, these 

neurotransmitters and neuroactive metabolites inhibit neuronal death by exerting neuroprotective effects (Naomi et al., 

2022). Most commonly, Bifidobacterium and Lactobacillus species are used as an effective psychobiotics (Dinan et al., 2013; 

Zhu et al., 2021). 

 

 
 

Fig. 4: Related Mechanism of Probiotics in Cancer 
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Fig. 5: Probiotics help to restore microbiota in stress and depression 

Depression  

 Depression and anxiety are intricate and diverse psychiatric disorders, representing significant contributors to global 

disability (Psychiatry, 2022). Depression is a serious mental issue affecting a significant number of people globally. Symptoms 

include feelings of hopelessness, grief, loss of interest, poor appetite, and sleep disturbance (Thapar et al., 2022). Pervasive 

feelings of worry and fear, accompanied by noticeable alteration in behavior are referred to as anxiety (Chorpita & Barlow, 

2018). According to the World Health Organization, around 4.4% of the world's population suffers from depression, and 

anxiety disorder affects more than 260 million (a, 2023). The global burden of disease, injuries, and Risk Factors Study (GBD) 

underscored the profound impact of mental health issues with depressive and anxiety disorders emerging as the two most 

disabling conditions. Both were prominently ranked among the 25 leading causes of global burden (Vos et al., 2020).  

 Common antidepressants and anxiolytics primarily target neurotransmitters in the brain to alleviate symptoms 

(Radosavljevic et al., 2023). Probiotics have gained growing attention due to their crucial role in mood regulation. Probiotics 

can affect mood and host health by regulating the microbial-gut-brain axis (Lou, Liu, & Liu, 2023). Scientists have identified 

the "Gut-brain axis," a communication pathway between the gastrointestinal tract and central nervous system (Chaudhry et 

al., 2023; Pan et al., 2023). This connection is influenced by various factors like genes, age, sex, diet, and stress. The microbe 

in our gut, particularly Bifidobacterium and Lactobacillus, play a crucial role in maintaining gut health and impacting 

symptoms of depression and anxiety (Kumar et al., 2023; Samiappan & Dhailappan, 2024; Xiong et al., 2023). Probiotics can 

positively influence the Central nervous system by regulating important neurotransmitters associated with depression and 

anxiety (Mudaliar et al., 2024). Chronic treatment with specific probiotics, such as Bifibacterium infantis and Lactobacilli has 

shown significant improvement in patients with major depressive disorder (Ribera et al., 2024). Lactobacillus rhamnosus was 

identified as a potential analytics (Matin & Dadkhah, 2024) (Fig 5). 

 

Probiotics as an Anti-microbial Agent 

 Probiotic antibacterial effects may be determined using a variety of in vitro and in vivo techniques. Various 

variations of the spot-on lawn test, the agar well diffusion assay (AWDA), co-culturing techniques, the use of cell lines, 

and other techniques are examples of in vitro procedures (Fijan, 2023). Since the in vivo techniques use animal models, 

research is being done to find alternatives to animal research in accordance with the EU directive 2010/63/EU and its 

consolidated text EUR-Lex—02010L0063-20190626 from 2019 to preserve animals (Gjerris et al., 2023). As members of 

the Lactobacillaceae class, lactic acid bacteria, or LAB, are the most significant probiotics that have been shown to 

benefit the human gastrointestinal system (Santacroce et al., 2019). Probiotics can also generate a wide range of 

compounds that bear resemblance to antibiotics: Bacteriocins and antibiotics (Fijan, 2023) (Fig. 6).  

 

Challenges of Probiotics as Medicines in Clinical Uses 

 Probiotics have made significant progress in therapeutic applications, but it still has several drawbacks and difficulties. 

To reach its full therapeutic potential and gain broader acceptance, these obstacles must be overcome.  

 Probiotic strain specificity is important because different bacterial strains can have quite different effects on how 

effective probiotics are. It takes more investigation and assessment to determine which strain is most suited for a given 

disease. The absence of uniformity in probiotic strain, dosage, and formulation creates difficulties when comparing research 

findings and choosing the most effective therapeutic strategy. The success of probiotic products depends on quality control, 

yet inconsistent production methods and storage environments might degrade product quality and change clinical results. 

The fact that probiotics are classified differently in different countries as dietary supplements, food additives, or medications, 

resulting in different regulatory standards and licensing procedures, raises regulatory problems.  
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Fig. 6: Health benefits of 

Probiotics in physical and 

mental diseases 

Impregnability of Probiotics 

 Even though probiotic strains are usually accepted as safe, this isn't always the case because of side effects, substandard 

probiotic supplements, and antibiotic resistance that can spread. Regarding the side effects of probiotics, it is important to 

note that while many studies have demonstrated the positive advantages of using probiotics as a health booster, relatively 

few have addressed the potential risks to the health of patients and healthy consumers that they may offer. Probiotic safety 

is a crucial factor to consider, particularly for immunocompromised people, critically sick patients, children, and those with 

central venous catheters, since these individuals may be more susceptible to infections or other problems. Probiotics may 

interact with other drugs in ways that affect how well a patient responds to therapy, therefore it's critical to recognize and 

handle these interactions in clinical practice. Taste, cost, and convenience are a few examples of the elements that might 

make patient compliance difficult. Individual diversity caused by variations in nutrition, genetics, gut flora, and other variables 

calls for a tailored treatment that will need more time and study to fully comprehend. Some short-term probiotic treatment 

trials have failed to detect significant changes in the gut microbiota, and specific individuals or diseases might demand an 

extended period of treatment for effective therapeutic effects. Changes in the gut microbiota may only be temporary with 

short-term probiotic interventions. Furthermore, the great majority of research on the effects of probiotics on health via the 

gut-brain axis has been done on animal models, and there remain unanswered questions about how these microorganisms 

interact with the human body and how to treat certain disorders.  

 

Future Directions and Limitations 

 Probiotics have become increasingly well-known and acknowledged for their potential health advantages, but there are 

still several obstacles that need to be overcome before researchers and business owners can fully realize the benefits of 

probiotics. Probiotic bacterial strains can affect the human body in many ways. Determining which strains work best for a 

given set of medical issues and comprehending how they work is essential. Subsequent investigations ought to concentrate 

on clarifying the impacts of distinct strains and creating customized probiotic therapies. Consequently, it might not be 

accurate to extrapolate the benefits of probiotics to every strain within a species. Probiotic efficacy can also differ from 

person to person. What is effective for one person may not be effective for another, and it can be difficult to predict a 

person's particular reaction to probiotic treatment. Since probiotics are live bacteria, it is crucial to preserve their viability 

during manufacturing, storage, and ingestion. Putting in place strong quality control procedures and uniform manufacturing 

standards for probiotics is essential to ensure reliable and efficient products. Even though probiotics have shown several 

health benefits, further investigation is needed to determine the precise mechanisms and interactions that probiotics and 

the host have. This information will help with the development of focused probiotic treatments. 

 

Conclusions 

 Probiotics are live and non-pathogenic bacteria that exert beneficial effects on human health even in case of diseases. 

Different strains of probiotics, either single strains or multi-strains have positive effects on health and disease. Several 

mechanisms of action have been proposed for probiotics as they are useful in many diseases like diabetes, cancer, 

Alzheimer's disease, Depression, and anxiety. Probiotics have antimicrobial properties; they can be used in many infectious 

diseases. For this conventional remedy to show to be a useful tool for medical therapy, it is crucial to carefully choose the 

probiotic agent, standardize its dose, and have a good understanding of its positive benefits over and above the harmful 

consequences. In relation to probiotic side effects, it's crucial to remember that although much research has shown the 

benefits of using probiotics as a health enhancer, only a small number have examined the possible concerns they may pose 

to patients' and healthy consumers' health. Probiotics have advanced a long way in terms of medicinal uses, but there are 

still a lot of challenges and disadvantages. More research is required to pinpoint the processes and interactions that 
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probiotics and the host have. 
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